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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended): A method of extracting port i nont information from an 
information data base tak i ng i nto account tho ob i oct i vo and tho target , comprising the 
steps of: 

identifying an objective to be attained from a target: 

characterizing the target as a function of the identified objective: 

defining target parameters based upon the characterized target and applying 

weights to these parameters based upon importance: 

selecting a database comprising information pertaining to the target and the 

identified objective: 

evaluating target preferences based upon the database information as a function 
of criteria specific to the target: 

allocating weights to the evaluated target preferences: 
applying a morphological filter to database information: and 
extracting at least one element that is pertinent to both the target and the 
obiective acau i r i ng i nformat i on baso i s, i dentifying tho target and tho ob i oct i vo, 
dotorm i n i ng va l ues app li cab l e to tho target we i ght i ng va l ues accord i ng to tho i r 
i mportance i n re l at i on to tho target, that each of tho i nformat i on i toms of tho i nformat i on 
baso i s succoss i vo l y exam i ned, evaluat i ng proforoncos or dogroos of i mportance of 
each of those i nformat i on i toms accord i ng to at loast ono cr i ter i on dopondont on tho 
target, such that each i nformat i on i tem i s we i ghted by a ll ocat i ng to i t at l oast ono va l ue, 
that, on tho bas i s of tho va l ues thus we i ghted, a morpho l og i ca l f il ter, dopondont on tho 
object i ve and on tho target, i s app li ed to tho va l ues assoc i ated w i th tho i nformat i on of 
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th e bas e , and th e r e aft e r an i d e nt i f i cation of th e p e rt i n e nt ele m e nts of th e bas e i s 
e ff e ct e d so as to match th e f il t e r e d va l u e s up w i th th e ele m e nts of th e bas e and that 
thoso port i nont o l omonts aro extracted . 

2. (Previously Presented): The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the filter is a 
distance or a metric. 

3. (Canceled). 

4. (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in c l a i m 3 claim 1 , wherein the va l u e s 
weights allocated to each information item to be searched in the database are obtained 
by semi-automatic analysis, by an operator or by an expert. 

5. (Previously Presented): The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the pertinent 
elements are ranked by order of pertinence. 

6. (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the evaluation of 
the preferences or dogroos of i mportanco is effected in a numerical manner. 

7. (Canceled). 

8. (Previously Presented): The method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the pertinent 
elements are ranked by order of pertinence. 

9. (Canceled). 

10. (Previously Presented): The method as claimed in claim 4, wherein the pertinent 
elements are ranked by order of pertinence. 
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